182                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC*

CHAR VII.

Of the practice and progress of magic, as it is now
explained to be a diabolical art; hoiv it spread
itself in the world,, and by what degrees it grew
up to the height which it has since arrived to.

WE have pitched upon Egypt to be the spot where
the first hellish artists studied this that I now call
diabolical magic. I shall not keep you long upon
the cold scent. It was practised there very early,
and very long, before we heard much of it any-
where else ; but when it took a run, when it started
from thence, we shall soon hear of it abroad : for
however secret the black art may be, and however
private the magicians and their great master the
Devil managed their correspondence, yet the prac-
tice of it, and the game they played upon mankind
by it, was always public and open, as we shall have
reason to say, among other nations, as well as
among our own.

As to the chronology of it, and when it began, in
what ages of the world those Arabians began to
practise as above, when they first dealt in this craft,
when the Egyptians began to be their scholars, and
they the Devil's, it is not (however ancient) so
difficult to come at the knowledge of in general, as
some other things in the world, which yet we think
ourselves very certain of.

The Scripture, whether our good friends that
read books in this age will bear with our quoting it
in matters of religion or no, yet is generally allowed
to be a tolerable good history. Nay, if we may be-
lieve some good authors, it must be allowed to be